
A	young	person's	reading	brain	is	like	a	sailboat	that	needs	wind	to	carry	it	forward.	During	
the	summer	months	without	reading	practice,	those	sails	aren't	filled	and	a	reader	not	
reading	can	stagnate	in	one	place	or	even	drift	backward	in	their	reading	ability.	Through	
your	child’s	school	vacation,	it	is	important	for	him/her	to	spend	time	reading	and	writing	
on	a	regular	basis–whether	a	beginning	reader	or	a	fluent	reader.	Obviously,	we	could	not	
include	every	book	that	a	child	in	his	grade	might	enjoy	but	here	are	some	suggestions	to	
try	and	hopefully	make	your	school-aged	child’s	summer	full	of	literacy	fun.	The	books	on	
this	list	are	available	in	e-book,	paperback,	or	hardcover	editions	in	bookstores	as	well	as	on	
library	shelves.	If	you	discover	some	treasures	that	we	have	overlooked,	please	tell	the	
librarians	in	the	fall.		Happy	Summer	Reading!	

Tips	to	help	your	child	read.	

Be	a	reader	and	writer	yourself.	When	you	
spend	time	reading	books	on	the	beach	or	even	
directions	for	how	to	put	together	the	grill	this	
summer,	you	demonstrate	for	your	child	that	
reading	is	both	fun	and	useful.	

Set	aside	a	consistent	time	each	day	for	
reading.	Depending	on	your	family’s	schedule,	
reading	time	might	be	in	the	morning,	
afternoon	or	before	bed.	Whatever	time	you	
choose,	stick	to	it,	but	also	remember	that	
flexibility	around	trips	and	special	family	
events	is	OK.	

Read	aloud	to	your	reader.	As	school-aged	
children	become	better	readers,	parents	often	
stop	reading	aloud	to	them.	But	by	reading	
more	difficult	books	aloud	to	your	reader,	you	
help	him	learn	new	words,	concepts,	and	ways	
of	telling	stories	or	presenting	information.	You	

also	enjoy	the	closeness	of	sharing	a	book	with	your	child.	

Connect	read-aloud	choices	to	summer	activities.	Read	your	child	books	about	camping,	
such	as	“Webster	and	Arnold	Go	Camping”,	before	or	after	a	camping	trip.	When	you	read	
and	discuss	books	about	things	your	child	has	experienced,	you	help	her	learn	important	
vocabulary	and	extend	her	understanding	of	experiences.	

Allow	your	child	to	choose	books	for	summer	reading.	While	it	is	important	for	your	
child	to	complete	reading	required	by	his	school,	it	is	equally	important	for	him	to	read	
about	topics	that	interest	him,	whether	it	is	insects,	dragons	or	a	favorite	fiction	series.	

Help	your	child	select	books	at	a	comfortable	level.	Listen	to	your	child	read.	If	he	reads	
smoothly,	uses	expression	and	can	accurately	tell	you	what	he	read,	the	book	is	probably	at	



a	comfortable	level.	If	you	are	having	troubling	judging,	consult	your	local	children’s	
librarian,	who	is	likely	to	be	an	expert	at	matching	books	to	readers.	In	addition,	teach	your	
child	to	use	the	“rule	of	thumb”	in	selecting	books:	if	he	makes	five	or	more	errors	in	
reading	a	page	of	about	50	words,	the	book	is	too	challenging.	

Encourage	your	child	not	to	limit	summer	reading	to	books.	Encourage	your	child	to	
read	the	sports	page	to	check	up	on	her	favorite	baseball	team	or	to	read	children’s	
magazines	such	as	Ranger	Rick,	National	Geographic	World	and	New	Moon.	

Read	a	book	and	watch	the	video	together.	When	you	finish	reading	and	viewing,	discuss	
the	similarities	and	differences	and	talk	about	which	version	you	prefer.	Many	books,	
including	“Stone	Fox”,	“Sarah,	Plain	and	Tall”	and	“Charlie	and	the	Chocolate	Factory,”	are	
available	in	movie	versions.	

Take	books	along	on	outings.	Pack	books	in	your	beach	bag	or	picnic	basket,	and	bring	a	
stack	on	long	car	rides.	You	and	your	child	can	enjoy	books	together	anywhere	you	go	this	
summer.	

Encourage	your	child	to	write	this	summer,	too.	From	writing	postcards	to	friends	and	
relatives	to	keeping	a	journal	while	on	a	trip,	summer	presents	unique	ways	for	your	child	
to	write	about	his	own	experiences.	Have	your	child	pack	a	disposable	camera	on	vacations	
or	day	trips	and	help	him	create	a	book	about	his	experiences.	

4th Grade Reading Suggestions -  
Fiction 

  
Aiken, Joan, THE WOLVES OF WILLOUGHBY CHASE 

Surrounded by villains of the first order, brave Bonnie and gentle cousin 
Sylvia conquer all obstacles in this Victorian melodrama. 

	
Alexander, Kwame, THE CROSSOVER 

Fourteen-year-old twin basketball stars Josh and Jordan wrestle with highs 
and lows on and off the court as their father ignores his declining health. 

	
Alvarez, Julia, RETURN TO SENDER 

After Tyler’s father is injured in a tractor accident his family is forced to hire 
migrant Mexican workers to save the farm from foreclosure. If they are 
discovered by the authorities, these workers risk being sent back to the 
poverty they fled. 

	
Avi, MIDNIGHT MAGIC 

In Italy in 1491, Mangus the Magician and his apprentice are summoned to the 
castle of Duke Claudio to determine if his daughter is indeed being haunted by 
a ghost. 

	
Banks, Lynne Reid, THE FAIRY REBEL 



A rebellious fairy named Tiki, already in trouble for breaking the rule against wearing 
jeans, risks the further wrath of the Fairy Queen by trying to fulfill a human’s special 
request for help. 

	
Beasley, Cassie, CIRCUS MIRANDUS 

When he realizes that his grandfather’s stories of an enchanted circus are true, 
Micah Tuttle sets out to find the mysterious Circus Mirandus and to use its 
magic to save his grandfather’s life. 

	
Blume, Judy, BLUBBER 

Jill goes along with the rest of a fifth-grade class in tormenting a classmate 
and then finds out what happens when she, too, becomes a target. 

	
Blume, Judy, TALES OF A FOURTH GRADE NOTHING 

Peter finds his demanding two-year-old brother an ever-increasing problem. 
	

Brown, Peter, THE WILD ROBOT 
Roz, the robot, discovers that she is alone on a remote wild island with no 
memory of where she is from or why she is there, and her only hope of survival 
is 
to try to learn about her new environment from the island’s hostile inhabitants. 

  
Buckley, Michael, SISTERS GRIMM, BOOK 1: THE FAIRY TALE DETECTIVES           

Sisters Sabrina and Daphne are sent to live with their mysterious grandmother. 
The sisters learn that they are descendants of the Brothers Grimm whose famous 
book of fairy tales is actually a collection of case files. 
 

Burnett, Frances Hodgson, THE SECRET GARDEN 
Ten-year-old Mary comes to live in a lonely house on the Yorkshire moors 
and discovers an invalid cousin and the mysteries of a locked garden. 

	
Byng, Georgia, MOLLY MOON’S INCREDIBLE BOOK OF HYPNOTISM 

Unlucky and unloved, Molly Moon, living in a dreary orphanage in a small 
English town, discovers a hidden talent for hypnotism and hypnotizes her way 
to stardom in New York City. 

 
Cabot, Meg, ALLIE FINKLE’S RULES FOR GIRLS #2: THE NEW GIRL 

Allie has her hands full dealing with a new school, a new kitten, and a girl in 
her class who threatens to beat her up after school. 

	
Cleary, Beverley, DEAR MR. HENSHAW 

In his letters to his favorite author, ten-year-old Leigh reveals his problems 
in coping with his parents’ divorce, being the new boy in school, and 
generally finding his place in the world. 

	



Clements, Andrew, THE JACKET 
An incident at school forces sixth grader Phil Morelli, a white boy, to 
become aware of racial discrimination and segregation and to seriously 
consider if he himself is prejudiced. 
 

	
Collins, Suzanne, THE UNDERLAND CHRONICLES # 1:GREGOR, 

THE OVERLANDER 
When eleven-year-old Gregor and his two-year-old sister are pulled into a 
strange 
underground world, they trigger an epic battle involving men, bats, rats, 
cockroaches, and spiders while on a quest foretold by an ancient 
prophecy. 

	
Cooper, Susan, THE DARK IS RISING 

On his eleventh birthday, Will Stanton discovers he is the last of the Old 
Ones, destined to seek the six magical signs that will enable the Old Ones to 
triumph over the evil forces of the Dark. 

	
Coville, Bruce, JEREMY THATCHER, DRAGON HATCHER 

Small for his age but artistically talented, twelve-year-old Jeremy 
Thatcher 
unknowingly buys a dragon’s 
egg. 

	
Creech, Sharon, HATE THAT CAT Jack is studying poetry again at school, and he 
continues to write poems reflecting his understanding of famous poems and how they 
relate to his life. 
 

	
Curtis, Christopher Paul, BUD, NOT BUDDY 

Ten-year-old, Bud, a motherless boy living in Flint, Michigan during the Great 
Depression, escapes from a bad foster home and sets out in search of the man 
he believes to be his father—the renowned bandleader, H.E. Calloway of 
Grand Rapids. 

	
Dahl, Roald, BOY 

Presents humorous anecdotes from the author's childhood that includes summer 
vacations in Norway and an English boarding school. 

	
Dahl, Roald, DANNY THE CHAMPION OF THE WORLD 

A young English boy describes his relationship with his father and the 
special adventures they have together. 

	
Dahl, Roald, THE WITCHES 

A young boy and his Norwegian grandmother, who is an expert on witches, 
together foil a witches' plot to destroy the world's children by turning them 



into mice. 
	

DiCamillo, Kate, FLORA AND ULYSSES 
Rescuing a squirrel after an accident involving a vacuum cleaner, comic-reading 
cynic Flora Belle Buckman is astonished when the squirrel, Ulysses, 
demonstrates amazing powers of strength and flight after being 
revived. 

	
Estes, Eleanor, THE WITCH FAMILY 

Two little girls who love to draw witches build an elaborate fantasy around the 
Old Witch and her family. 

	
Farley, Walter, THE BLACK STALLION 

Young Alec Ramsey is shipwrecked on a desert island with a horse destined to 
play an important part in his life. 

 
Fitzhugh, Louise, HARRIET THE SPY 

Eleven-year-old Harriet keeps notes on her classmates, but when some of 
the students read the notebook, they seek revenge. 
 

Gaiman, Neil, CORALINE:THE GRAPHIC NOVEL 
When a girl moves into an old house, she finds a door leading to a world 
that eerily mimics her own but with sinister differences. 

	
Gaiman, Neil, HANSEL AND GRETEL, A TOON GRAPHIC 

Two abandoned children come upon a gingerbread cottage inhabited by a 
cruel witch who wants to eat them. 
 

Gibbs, Stuart, SPY CAMP 
As almost thirteen-year-old Ben, a student at the CIA’s academy for future 
intelligence agents, attends summer camp he receives a death threat from the 
evil 
organization SPYDER. 

	
Gidwitz, Adam, A TALE DARK AND GRIMM 

Follows Hansel and Gretel as they walk out of their own story and into 
eight more tales encountering wicked creatures such as witches,  along 
with kindly strangers and other helpful folk. 
 

Haissen, Carl, HOOT 
Roy, who is new to his small Florida community, becomes involved in 
another boy’s attempt to save a colony of burrowing owls from a proposed 
construction site. 
 

Hoobler, Dorothy, THE GHOST IN TOKAIDO INN 
While attempting to solve the mystery of a stolen jewel, Seiku, a merchant’s son 
who longs to be a samurai, joins a group of kabuki actors in 18th century Japan. 



Hunter, Erin, INTO THE WILD (WARRIOR SERIES) 
For generations four Clans of wild cats have shared the forest according to 
laws laid down by powerful ancestors. Suddenly, the warrior code is 
threatened, and the Thunder Clan cats are in grave danger until an ordinary 
house cat named Rusty joins them. 
 

Leranges, Peter, THE COLOSSUS RISES 
Teens Jack, Margo, Aly and Cass begin a quest to find seven pieces of 
Atlantis’ power that were hidden long ago and that will, if returned to 
Atlantis, save them from certain death due to the genetic abnormality that also 
gives then superior abilities. 

	
Levine, Gail Carson, ELLA ENCHANTED 

In this novel based on the story of Cinderella, Ella struggles against the 
childhood curse that forces her to obey any order given to her. 

	
Lewis, C.S., THE LION, THE WITCH, AND THE WARDROBE 

Four English school children make their way through the back of a wardrobe 
into the magic land of Narnia and assist Aslan, the golden lion, to triumph over 
the White Witch, who has cursed the land with eternal winter. 
 

MacDonald, Betty, MRS. PIGGLE-WIGGLE’S MAGIC 
A collection of tales about the Pirate’s widow who has a treasure chest of 
cures for various childhood maladies 

	
Martin, Ann M., THE MEANEST DOLL IN THE WORLD 

Annabelle and Tiffany, dolls who are best friends and are living inside the 
Palmer house, have an adventure when they hide in the backyard, are carried to 
school, return to the wrong house, and try to stop Mimi, a doll who threatens all 
of dollkind. 
 

Messner, Kate, CAPTURE THE FLAG 
When the original Star Spangled Banner is stolen, three seventh-grade friends 
pursue suspects on airport carts and through baggage handling tunnels 
while stranded at a Washington, D.C. airport during a snowstorm. 

	
Messner, Kate, RANGER IN TIME: DANGER IN ANCIENT ROME 

The mysterious box that Ranger the golden retriever found in the garden 
transports him back to first century Rome, where he must rescue Marcus, a 
servant boy, and Quintus, a gladiator, from the brutal world of the Colosseum. 
 

Norton, Mary, THE BORROWERS 
Adventures of a family of miniature people forced to flee their country house 
and venture into the wild world. 

	
 



O'Brien, Robert C., MRS. FRISBY AND THE RATS OF NIMH 
Having no one to help her with her problems, a widowed mouse visits the rats, 
whose former imprisonment in a laboratory has made them wise and long-lived. 

	
O’Connor, Barbara, HOW TO STEAL A DOG 

Georgina and her family have been living in a car ever since her father left, and 
they were evicted from their apartment.  Desperate to help her struggling 
mama, Georgina decides to steal a dog for the reward money. 

	
O’Connor, George, APHRODITE, GODDESS OF LOVE  

Retells in graphic novel format the story of the Greek goddess of love from 
her dramatic birth from the sea foam to her role in the Trojan War and beyond. 

 
Rawls, Wilson, WHERE THE RED FERN GROWS 

A young boy living in the Ozarks achieves his heart's desire when he becomes 
the owner of two redbone hounds and teaches them to be champion hunters. 

	
Riordan, Rick, THE LIGHTNING THIEF 

Twelve-year- old Percy Jackson learns he is a demigod, the son of a mortal 
woman and Poseidon, god of the sea.  His mother sends him to a summer 
camp for demigods where he and his new friends set out on a quest to 
prevent a war between the gods. 
 

Rowling, J.K., HARRY POTTER AND THE SORCERER'S STONE 
An owl messenger changes Harry's life with an invitation to attend Hogwart's 
school for witches and wizards where it turns out he is already famous. 
 

Spinelli, Jerry, LOSER 
Even though his classmates from first grade on have considered him strange and 
a loser, Donald Zinkoff’s optimism and exuberance and the support of his loving 
family do not allow him to feel that way about himself. 

	
Stead, Rebecca, WHEN YOU REACH ME 

Shortly after sixth-grader Miranda and her best friend Sal part ways, her once 
familiar world turns upside down.  Maybe it’s because she’s caught up in 
reading A Wrinkle in Time and trying to understand time travel, or perhaps it’s 
because she’s been receiving mysterious notes that accurately predict the 
future. 

	
Stroud, Jonathan, THE BARTIMAEUS TRILOGY #1: THE AMULET 

OF SAMARKAND 
Nathaniel, a magician’s apprentice, summons up the djinni Bartimaeus and 
instructs him to steal the Amulet of Samarkand from the powerful magician 
Simon Lovelace. 

	
 



Telgemeier, Raina, GHOSTS 
Catrina and her family have moved to the coast of Northern California for the 
sake of her little sister Maya who has cystic fibrosis.  When Maya is told her 
new town is inhabited by ghosts, she sets her heart on meeting one. 
 

Diverse Reads – 
	

Ada, Flor, YES! WE ARE LATINOS (grades 4-5  

Thirteen	young	Latinos	and	Latinas	living	in	America	are	introduced	in	this		
book		celebrating	the	rich	diversity	of	the	Latino	and	Latina	experience	in	the	
United States. 

Byran, A, FREEDOM OVER ME (grades 4-5) 
Bryan gives voices to the voiceless and presents the dreams of slaves who went        
to the grave without living them. 

Erdrich, L, MAKOONS  (grades 3-5) 

In the sequel to Chickadee, acclaimed author Louise Erdrich continues her award-
winning Birchbark House series with the story of an Ojibwe family in nineteenth-
century America. 

Grimes, N,  PLANET MIDDLE SCHOOL (grades 4-5) 		

Joylin	Johnson,	feels	like	she	has	been	dropped	onto	“Planet	Middle	School”	
by	an	alien	spaceship.	

Kelly, E,  BLACKBIRD FLY   

Future rock star or friendless misfit? That’s no choice at all. In this acclaimed 
novel, twelve-year-old Apple grapples with being different; with friends and 
backstabbers; and with following her dreams. 

Lin, G, WHERE THE MOUNTAIN MEETS THE MOON (grades 3-5) 

 A girl lives in a hut, in the evenings, her father regales her with folktales of the 
Jade Dragon and the Old Man who knows the answers to all of life's questions. 

Nonfiction Suggestions –  

 
OFFICIAL SCRATCH JR BOOK  

An introduction to coding for parents and kids. Includes 18 hands-on activities 
using Scratch Jr, a programming language designed for young children (ages 5-7). 
Teaches computational thinking, literacy, and math skills through animated 
collages, interactive stories, and playable games" 



 
NOAH WEBSTER AND HIS WORDS by Jeri Chase Ferris  

 An illustrated account of the life of Noah Webster, a Connecticut farm boy who 
spent twenty years writing what became the first American dictionary ever to be 
published. 

THE HUMAN BODY by Maris Wicks  

Welcome to the Human Body Theater, where your master of ceremonies is going 
to lead you through a theatrical revue of each and every biological system of the 
human body! Starting out as a skeleton, the MC puts on a new layer of her 
costume (her body) with each "act." By turns goofy and intensely informative, 
the Human Body Theater is always accessible and always entertaining.  

HAZARDOUS	TALES:	ONE	DEAD	SPY		by	Nathan	Hale.		

Retells,	in	graphic	novel	format,	the	history	of	the	author's	namesake,	an	
officer	and	spy	for	the	American	rebels	during	the	Revolutionary	War,	
revealing	facts	about	Nathan	Hale's	earlier	days	at	Yale	and	his	unlucky	
experiences	as	an	military	officer.	

HAZARDOUS	TALES:	BIG	BAD	IRONCLAD		

Retells,	the	history	of	the	ironclad	steam	warships	used	in	the	Civil	War,	
revealing	facts	about	the	ship's	inventor,	William	Cushing--who	pranked	his	
way	through	the	entire	war--and	other	real-life	characters.	

HAZARDOUS	TALES:	ALAMO	ALLSTARS	“REMEMBER	THE	ALAMO!		

That	rallying	cry	has	been	a	part	of	Texas	lore	for	generations.	But	what,	
exactly,	should	we	remember?	Who	were	the	ragtag	group	of	adventurers	
behind	the	famous	slogan,	and	how	did	they	end	up	barricaded	in	a	fort	
against	a	Mexican	army?	Who	survived,	who	died,	and	how?	

 
	


